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Wie lässt sich Berlin auf dem Bildschirm erleben?

Da das Sommersemester rein digital abläuft, sind Kreativität und Improvisationstalent gefragt. Im Studium Generale trafen
Studierende Zeitzeugen online. Ein Bericht des Dozenten Dr. Justinus Pieper.

28.05.2020 — Dr. Justinus Pieper

Der Kurs „Berlin as a Place of German History, Politics and Culture“ findet bei mir seit 2012 traditionell on the spot statt: In
bestimmten Stadtvierteln, in diversen Museen, in einigen davon wie der Gedenkstätte Hohenschönhausen mit Zeitzeugen und
Zeitzeuginnen als Guides. Wegen der Corona-Pandemie musste binnen weniger Wochen umdisponiert werden. Nun zeigte
sich, dass persönliche Kontakte sich auszahlen, erst recht, wenn andere Quellen verschlossen sind. Zeitzeug/innen und
Expert/innen (u.a. vom VDI, aus der Museums-, Kunst- und Kulturszene) wurden von mir in die Online-Sitzungen eingeladen
und im passenden Moment zugeschaltet. Wichtige Exponate wurden am Bildschirm gezeigt und in die (wirtschafts-) und
(sozial-)historischen Zusammenhänge eingeordnet.

Noch besser als sonst war es möglich, auf die individuellen Bedürfnisse und Fragestellungen der Studierenden aus fünf
Universitäten in fünf Ländern, den Niederlanden, Slowenien, der Slowakei, Australien und Südafrika, einzugehen. Das gelang
wunderbar, und die Online-Lehre erscheint, zur Unterstützung eingesetzt, dafür sinnvoll – auch wenn das Live-Erlebnis vor Ort
zumindest bei diesem Kurs natürlich unschlagbar ist.

Was sagen die Teilnehmer/innen? Stimmen aus dem Kurs
„I really enjoyed Dr. Pieper`s course because it gave me a basic understanding about the history of Berlin and why Berlin is a
unique place. In particular, I enjoyed seeing the old photos of Berlin and having guests such as Mr Ruscheinsky to share their
perspectives with us. The course was delivered on the weekend which does not clash with the classes of my Master’s degree.
Dr. Pieper is an effective teacher and made the class very interesting!“ Alan Chan

„I enjoyed it. It would have obviously been nicer to actually go out to the museums and sites in Berlin to see what we're
talking about in person, but I think Dr. Pieper did a great job making the course as interesting and captivating as possible
given the current situation.“ M.T. van Duijl

“I find the course Berlin as a place of German history, politics and culture impressive. I have learned much new information in
more global context. Until now, I have perceived the history just as a bunch of many different pieces, which did not fit
together. What has made the greatest impression on me was the way of talking about the occasions in the periods of time.
Now I have more continuous overview on the history, as it has been formed from ancient times until nowadays. All of those
seemingly unconnected pieces which I have known before, now I take in a gorgeous masterpiece, which we call HISTORY. I
am really thankful for choosing Dr. Pieper`s course. Even though it was sometimes challenging to listen and concentrate for a
longer time (because of the Corona virus we could not have this course in its natural habitat – museum, but online), it is worth



it. I do not regret anything, because I feel a valuable contribution out of it on my life.” Lucia Ondrovičová

„Best course ever! The content within the course was far more detailed and comprehensive than had expected. Dr Pieper
delivered the information that was exceptionally engaging, informative and educational. This has by far been the favourite
subject and lecturer that I have experienced at HWR. Of course the most important thing when delivering a syllabus is the
person who is teaching. I have been astonished by the depth of knowledge and engagement presented by Dr Pieper.” Dylan
Cronje
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